
Histories and Dynamics of Globalization, Communication and 
Development 

two cross border PhD scholarships  

1. Academic content 

With the onset of the twenty-first century, we are in the beginning, or midst, of 
a transition process on a global scale, politically, economically, and culturally. 
Former divisions in developed and developing countries, first and third world, 
North and South, are being challenged by an emerging new world order. The 
hegemony of the traditional ”West” is weakening, politically and economically. 
Neoliberalism, which since the end of the Cold War has been the eclipsing 
paradigm, is giving way to a plurality of ways of organizing capitalism. 
Industrializing societies are again propelling the world economy. At the same 
time, the cast of significant political actors is undergoing profound change as 
nation-states are increasingly challenged and surpassed by cities, micro and 
macro regions as well as transnational corporations and other supranational 
forces. Boundaries are in other words becoming increasingly blurred. We are 
entering an era of multi-polarity, characterized by plural modernities and new 
patterns of East-South and South-South relationships, in addition to still 
prevailing North-South and North-North relations. These changes are global 
and cannot be properly assessed on a national, regional or even international 
basis only. Understanding the current global transformational processes 
requires inter- and trans disciplinary approaches, ranging from studies of 
global politics and economy, analyses of media and cultural products and 
practices and up to explorative interventions by artistic and other means. 

The common denominator of the two cross border PhD scholarships is the 
aim to put the current transitional dynamics in a contemporary and historical 
perspective, with special focus on cultural and political agency. 

One of the positions, based at the School of Arts and Communication (K3), 
Malmö University and the department for Business, Information technology 
and Communication (CBIT), Roskilde University, will be linked to 
the Ørecomm Centre for Communication and Glocal Change. The focus will 
more specifically be on communication for development, as an emerging 
discipline or interdisciplinary field of theory and practice, in the face of the 
challenges of globalization and mediatisation. The focus may for example be 
on representation of the global South, communication practices in the 
development industry or citizen-driven initiatives for transnational collective 
action. What are the implications of the current transformation for international 
development cooperation?  

The other position, based at CUID (Roskilde), will focus on contemporary 
history with reference to global and European studies. The position will focus 
on transnational perspectives as migration and diaspora. The study may 
elaborate, discuss and explain the effects of transnationalism on migration 
and diaspora in time as well as over time. The shift to multipolar and global 



approaches necessitates careful methodological reflections on how to balance 
the gains of global perspectives with the potential losses in local sensitivity. 
However, this is not only a question of methodology but also a matter of 
research strategy. The field is interdisciplinary and requires English and at 
least one more appropriate language. 

 

1.2 Administrative and financial frame 

The position based at K3 and CBIT, and linked to Ørecomm will be financed 
by central funding from Malmö University.  The PhD candidate will be enrolled 
at the Faculty of Culture and Society, at K3’s research profile “New media, 
Public Spheres and Forms of Expression” (NMOG), according to the general 
study plan for third-cycle programme in Media and Communication studies. 
The other position, based at CUID and the Faculty of Culture and Society will 
be co-financed by central funding from Roskilde University, and funding from 
the Department of Culture and Identity of Roskilde University. The PhD 
candidate will be enrolled at the Doctoral School of Culture, Language and 
Philosophy, Department of Culture and Identity, according to the general 
study plan for Roskilde University, and attached to the research group 
Europeanization and Globalization and will also be connected with the new 
doctoral program on "Migration, Urbanization and Societal Change" (MUSA) 
at the Faculty of Culture and Society at Malmö University. 

To secure the cross-border approach and interaction between Roskilde 
University and Malmö University, the two PhD students will be required to 
follow PhD courses offered at the other university, and spend some time of 
the thesis work at the other university. The two PhD students will have their 
main supervisor at the university where the position is salaried, and their 
assistant supervisor at the other university.  The individual study plans will be 
drawn up in close collaboration between the PhD students, and the two 
supervisors concerned. Supervision and examination costs will be covered 
centrally by the university where the position is salaried.  

The two PhD positions is a part of broader ambition to establish a cross-
border PhD program in the field of “Histories and Dynamics of Globalization, 
Communication and Development”, based at the universities of Roskilde and. 
Malmö. Fully developed, the PhD program will include jointly organised PhD 
courses, cluster meetings and seminars. The different activities will be open 
for PhD students from the Øresund region, and PhD students from inside and 
outside Europe. The first PhD course will be organised as an activity under 
the Interreg project “An Exemplary Knowledge Region” in 2013/2014.  For 
2014 ‒ 2016 the activities in the program will be organised in conjunction with 
other PhD activities that the research groups Europeanization and 
Globalization, and Ørecomm are planning to organise.   


